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Having Fun with Real-
Life Reading 

 
 

Many students who struggle to read feel frustrated and like a failure. Reading just isn't fun when 

it doesn't come easily. Here are some tips for practicing word reading, comprehension, and 

fluency skills while making learning to read engaging and fun.  

 1. Use bumper stickers, 

comic strips, cartoons, and funny greeting cards. 

 With comic strips, make one copy with the words whited out 

and have the student make up their own words (you can write if they 

can't). Then compare with/read the original. 

 2. Play with magnetic words 

to make silly sentences or poetry.  

3. Play crossword puzzles, Scrabble or Bobble, hangman, or 

concentration.   

4. Use the newspaper for games such as:  

• circle specified sight words • find words that start with the 

first letter of your name and that describe you 

• find words of things you like • find 10 words that you don't 

know and look them up • find compound words 

• find words with specified prefixes or suffixes 

• read an article, identify the 5 Ws (who, what, where, when, why) 

• create a list of things for student to find and send him/her on a scavenger 

hunt in the paper (e.g., an advertisement, the number 100, a word that begins 

with the letter B, the name of a city).  

5. Read a menu, recipe, job application, or instructions on how to build 

something of interest.  

6. Consulting a map, plan out a trip. Write the itinerary. 

 

7. Read a CD liner that the student brings in (with words to songs). Read the song first, discuss 

the meaning, and then read along as the song plays. Encourage student to read along while 

listening at home. 

 

8. Read movie or music reviews, and discuss whether you agree with the critic or not. Have 

student write own review. 

 

9. Read the school or community paper together. Have student react to an article and write a 

letter to the editor. 
 

 

 

 


